DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

at St. George's Chapel, Windsor, where no Royal
wedding had been held since that of Henry I.   West-
minster Abbey or the Chapel Royal at St. James's
would have been more suitable for the marriage of the
heir to the throne ;   but that would have entailed a
public appeai*ance in London for the Queen, and was
therefore impossible.   To her it was just such another
revival of heart-rending memories as the wedding of
Princess Louis had been, and she would have liked the
marriage to have taken place on February ro, the
anniversary of her own wedding-day, in order to link
up those memories with an intcnser poignancy,   She
did not put off her widow's mourning for the day,
nor did she go into the Chapel herself, but; sat with*
drawn in a gallery above the chancel, so that she need
not face the wedding guests.  Except for Prince Alfred,
who had been desperately ill with typhoid out at
Malta but was now making a good recovery, all her*
children were round her, five daughters and three
sons, and two sons-in-law, for Prince  and Princess
Louis, who had been living with her for over three
months, were here still, and the Grown Prince and
Princess of Prussia had come, bringing Prince William
with them.  But the very fact that her children were
Albert's children heightened her sense of loss.   She
bitterly contrasted in her diary for the day her sad
and desolate life with that of her two elder daughters
who had such loving and admirable husbands, and
when Bertie with his lovely bride left for their honey-
moon  at  Osborne,  she  tortured  herself with  the
memory of her own departure for Windsor, twenty*
three years ago, with her adored bridegroom*
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